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POLS 661: Politics of the Middle East 
Office hours: 

Deborah J. Gerner
MW 11:00-11:45

519B Blake Hall
F 1:30-3:00

785-864-9049
see signup sheet on my office door
gerner@ku.edu
for variations in this general schedule
Focus and goals.  This upper-level course examines selected domestic and international political developments in the modern Middle East (North Africa, the Levant, the Arabian Peninsula, Iran, and Turkey). This analysis will require that we use insights from a variety of disciplines — not only  political science — to situate political activities in time and space.  To a large extent, we will attempt to view the region through the eyes of the local inhabitants to understand why Middle Eastern political leaders and the general public make the choices they do with respect to: 

• the Arab-Israeli conflict 

• state-society relations, including forms of political organization, electoral politics, opposition movements, human rights, political Islam, and gender issues 

• regional and international foreign relations, including the 1990-1991 Gulf War and U.S. involvement in the Middle East.

Ten years from now, what you recall about the specific details of Middle East politics will probably be minimal, whereas general intellectual competence will serve you the rest of your life.  Therefore, this course also provides you with the opportunity to:

• develop problem-solving and analytical skills

• improve your capacity to think independently and to work through intellectual puzzles

• strengthen your proficiency in reading, listening, speaking, and writing

• scrutinize policy choices in politically and ethically difficult situations.

POLS 661 fulfills the political science distribution requirement for either the International Law & Relations subfield or the Comparative Politics subfield.  It also fulfills the CLAS non-Western civilization course requirement and can be used as part of either the co-major in international studies or the international studies M.A. program.  

Prerequisites.  This course assumes students have taken nine hours (three courses) in political science, including POLS 150/151 (Introduction to Comparative Politics) and POLS 170/171 (Introduction to International Relations).  If you do not have these prerequisites, you must discuss your situation with me or you may be dropped from the course.  

Method of instruction.  The method of instruction will be directed discussion, interspersed with occasional films or film clips and lectures on background material.  The lectures and discussions will build on, rather than duplicate, the readings assigned for each day; therefore, it is important that you read the assigned chapters/articles before the class meets.   Don’t assume everything significant will be covered in class —it won’t be!  On six occasions, the class will consist of student analysis and interpretation of a case study from the Institute for the Study of Diplomacy.  On the days when we are working on a specific case, it is essential that you study that case thoroughly ahead of time and come ready to present and defend your analysis.
Course expectations and evaluation:  As an instructor, I have a responsibility to come to class prepared, to be accessible when you have questions, to provide you with feedback on your performance, and to help you discover why I am fascinated by the Middle East.  

This is a two-way street, however.  For the course to be successful, you need to come to class having read the assigned materials and with an open mind to consider a diversity of perspectives.  In addition, it is your responsibility to obtain notes from a classmate if you choose not to attend class, something I don't recommend.  Students whose religious obligations or a major family emergency require them to miss class may speak with me privately about the material discussed.  Make-up exams will be granted only with authoritative written evidence of serious illness or bereavement.  Please feel free to stop by my office during office hours — or make an appointment for another time if that is more convenient — if you would like feedback on how you are doing in class. 
Your final grade will be based on your work in the following:

Map quiz
5 points

Film analysis/short written exercises
18 points

Class attendance and participation 
17 points

In-class exam
25 points

Analytical papers
35 points

• Map quiz.  You will be asked to identify the locations (on a blank map), the capitols, and the leaders of the countries of the Middle East.

• Short written exercises.  These 1-2 page papers ask you to answer questions about the case studies, reflect upon the assigned readings, or analyze one of the feature films.

• Class participation: You can earn a maximum of 2 points for each case discussion.  This part of your grade will also reflect your attendance and the overall quality and quantity of your class participation.

• In-class exam:  The midterm exam will emphasize factual material and will include identification and short answer questions.

• Analytical papers.  There will be two longer (6-8 page) analytical papers.  The first is worth 15 points, the second is worth 20 points.

Consistent with KU policy, any student in this course who has a disability that prevents the fullest expression of his/her abilities should contact me personally as soon as possible so that we can discuss class requirements.
Over the course of the semester you will have the opportunity to view five award winning feature films dealing with political and social issues within the Middle East.  These will be shown in the evenings (7:00 pm) in Wescoe 4020.  You are required to attend at least one of these screenings and write a one to two page discussion of the film.  You can receive 2 points “extra credit” for each additional film you watch.  

6 Feb. (W)
“Battle of Algiers” (1966; 125 minutes; French & Arabic, with English subtitles)

25 Feb. (M)
“Wedding in Galilee” (1987; 113 minutes; Hebrew and Arabic with English subtitles)

25 Mar. (M)
“Destiny” (1997; 135 minutes; Arabic with English subtitles) 

9 April (T)
“The Circle” (2000; 90 minutes; Farsi with English subtitles) 

18 April (R)
“Leila” (1998, 129 minutes; Farsi with English subtitles)  (in Wescoe 4034)

Academic misconduct.  Plagiarism and other forms of cheating are a serious matter and will be treated as such.  The minimum penalty is a zero for the assignment; depending on the circumstances, cases of academic misconduct may also be prosecuted at the college level.  If you have any questions about what constitutes academic misconduct, please talk with me.

Writing assistance.  KU has satellite writing centers called Writer's Roosts.  The consultants there will work with you as you prepare drafts of papers; they do not edit your papers, but they do help you meet the goals of your assignments.  Writer's Roosts are open in several locations across campus.  Please check www.writing.ku.edu for current locations and hours.  Drop-ins and appointments are welcomed and there is no charge for services.  For more information, call 864-2399.

Keeping up-to-date on the Middle East.  While this is not a course in current events, you will benefit significantly by reading regularly a news source that provides international political coverage.  I recommend The New York Times, L.A. Times, Christian Science Monitor, Washington Post, or Economist.  Listening to National Public Radio's news programs — "Morning Edition" (5:00-9:00 a.m.) and "All Things Considered" (3:00-6:00 p.m.) — on KANU (91.5 FM) or KCUR (89.3 FM) will also serve to keep you up to date, as will “News from the BBC” (midnight-5:00 am on KCUR).

Readings.  You will need to obtain reading materials from three different sources.  First, the following book is available for purchase from the Kansas Union bookstore: 

Gerner, Deborah J.,  ed., Understanding the Contemporary Middle East.  Boulder:  Lynne Rienner, Publishers, 2000.  [UCME in syllabus]
Four additional required items should be purchased directly from me: 

Beinin, Joel,  and Joe Stork, eds.  Political Islam.  Berkeley: Univ.  of Calif. Press, 1997.  [PI in syllabus]

Middle East Report 207, “Who Paid the Price?” Summer 1998 

Middle East Report 209, “Behind the Ballot Box,” Winter 1998 

Middle East Report 217, “Beyond Oslo: The New Uprising,” Winter 2000.  

The book is $11.50 (or $16.50 for hardcover).  The three issues of Middle East Report  are available for $11.00 total.  You can write a single check to me for all of the above.  If you wish to pay cash, please put it in an envelope with you name on it.

Finally, you will need to download a customized "casebook" from the Institute for the Study of Diplomacy at Georgetown University.  To purchase the case book, go to URL  www.guisd.org.  Then:

• Click on Custom Case Books

• Scroll down and select item cb134  Politics of the Middle East, Gerner (or use the search function to find cb134)

• Follow the instructions on the screen

In order to download the Case Book you will need Adobe Acrobat pdf format.  If you do not have this software, it is available free on the Adobe site: www.adobe.com.  Select the link for “Get Reader Now.”  If you have any problems, you should contact Patricia Rayner at raynerp1@georgetown.edu or call her toll free at 1-877-703-4660.

What is a case?  Why are we using cases?  Why don’t you lecture more?  In this class, a “case” is a narrative account of an actual situation, generally one that requires action (or a decision not to act) by government officials or other individuals.  Cases present information but not analysis; your task is to supply the latter, as well as to formulate a strategy and advocate for your recommendation.
Learning with cases involves your active participation, reflecting the philosophy that what you teach yourself will stay with you longer than what you merely memorize for an exam.  Unlike traditional lectures, where the material presented by the professor may find its way to your notebook with little conscious intervention on your part, case discussion demands your ideas and involvement.  Rather than being a passive observer of the knowledge transmission process, cases require you to learn by actually doing the analysis and defending a particular course of action.  

Studying cases may seem frustrating at first.  Like the situations faced by real policy makers, information provided in the case may be ambiguous, complex, or incomplete.  Generally a case has no single "correct" resolution; there are only choices, some better, some worse, and all open for discussion and interpretation.  Don't be afraid to be wrong or to have your position challenged!  Sometimes the most valuable contribution you can make is to present an analysis that has merit but on closer consideration by the class turns out to have some unanticipated problems.  That's how we all learn.  There would be little point in discussing these cases if the issues they present are so obvious that you can figure everything out before you come to class.  
How will your performance in case discussions and other class sessions be evaluated?  The success of this approach depends heavily on your careful study of each case and your intellectual engagement with its challenges.  I recognize that class discussion comes more easily for some people than for others.  By temperament or habit, some of us are "talkers," others are "listeners."  Learning to be both is an important goal of this course.  I would prefer that you volunteer to participate but will call on you if necessary to bring you into the conversation.  If you are uncomfortable speaking in class, please come by and talk with me:  there are some “tricks” that I can suggest that might help.

In assessing your participation — both in the case discussions and more generally — I will be looking for several things:

• evidence of thorough preparation, including knowledge of the factual details of the case or other assigned readings

• comments that are clear, concise, enthusiastic, logical, original, appropriate to the discussion, analytically sophisticated, and that use relevant evidence

• contribution(s) that contribute to the process of the discussion:  building on the ideas of others, providing constructive criticism, asking constructive questions, or indicating a careful listening.

If you want to raise an issue that is completely different from the one the class is discussing, consider waiting until the class is ready to move on to another topic.  Alternatively, if you feel that you need to interject your point — particularly if you believe the class is moving off onto a tangent — try to do so by linking your comments to those of others. One final — perhaps obvious — comment:  If you don't attend class, you cannot participate.  If you don't participate, your grade will reflect this.  (Each absence from a case discussion class will drop your participation grade by two points.)

************************************************************************************************************************

The Context
23 January (W)
Course Introduction
Readings:
review course syllabus 

28 January (M)
Political Geography:  A Survey through Slides
Readings:
Manners & Parmenter, “The Middle East:  A Geographical Essay” (UCME)

30 January (W)
The Islamic Empire Encounters the West
Readings: 
Goldschmidt, “The Middle East in Historical Perspective” (UCME)

4 February (M)
Religion & Politics

Readings:
Esposito & Khan, “Religion and Politics in the Middle East” (UCME)


PI, article by Beinin & Stork (chapter 1)

The Conflict between Arabs & Israelis
6 February (W)
History and Overview of the Conflict

Readings:
Sharoni & Abu-Nimer, “The Israeli-Palestinian Conflict,” (UCME)


http://www.merip.org/palestine-israel_primer/toc-pal-isr-primer.html


http://www.thenewrepublic.com/archive/09/090897/zionism090897.html

11 February (M)
Case Discussion:  The Egyptian-Israeli Peace Agreement
Readings:
Telhami, "The Camp David Accords" (case 445)

13 February (W)
Film:  “Courage Along the Divide” 

Readings:
Middle East Report 207 (articles by Yiftachel, Pappé, Sayigh, Stein, and Pfeifer)

18 February (M)
The 1982 War in Lebanon and the first Intifada
Readings:
review relevant sections from 6 February readings


Middle East Report 217 (article by Young)


http://www.theatlantic.com/issues/88jun/yaari.htm


Map quiz
20 February (W)
Case Discussion: The United States and the Palestinians
Readings:
Gerner & Wilbur, “Semantics or Substance?” (case 229)

25 February (M)
Israeli and Palestinian Political Systems
Readings:
Middle East Report 207 (article by Usher)


http://www.cnn.com/SPECIALS/2000/israeli.elections/


http://info.jpost.com/1999/Supplements/Elections99/background/electoralsystem.shtml


http://www.israel.org/mfa/home.asp


http://www.mideastinfo.com/palestin.htm

27 February (W)
Film:  “Checkpoint:  The Palestinians After Oslo”
Readings:
PI, articles by Jarrar (chapter 29) and Usher (chapter 30)


Middle East Report 217 (articles by Krahn, Farsakh, Normand, and Abowd)
4 March (M)
Israelis-Palestinian Relations in the Post-Oslo Era
Readings:
Middle East Report 217 (articles by Hammami & Tamari, Usher, Bishara, Jabareen,



CESR, Davidi, and Avnery)


http://foreignaffairs.org/articles/Shikaki0102.html


http://www.harpers.org/online/gaza_diary/?pg=1


http://www.thenation.com/doc.mhtml?i=20020204&s=said

State & Society in the Middle East
6 March (W)
Political Elites and Leadership Patterns
Readings:
Gerner & Schrodt, “Middle East Politics” (UCME)

11 March (M)
Democracy and Civil Society
Readings:
PI, articles by Sadowski (chapter 3), Zubaida (chapter 4), Joseph (chapter 5), and 


Krämer (chapter 6)

Middle East Report 207 (article by Burton-Rose)

13 March (W)
In-Class Exam
18/20 March
Spring Break
25 March (M)
No class: Professor at conference
27 March (W)
Electoral Politics:  Authoritarian Elections and Oppositional Strategies
Readings:
Middle East Report 209 (articles by Pripstein-Posusney, Levine, Carapico, 

Glosemeyer, Roberts, Schwedler, Aydintasbas, and Munson)

1 April (M)
Film: “Remaking the World”
Readings:
PI, articles by Flores (chapter 7), Wickham(chapter 10), Abu-Lughod (chapter 23), and



Qasim (chapter 27)

Tessler & Brand, "Democracy and Islam in Arab Politics" (case 611), pp. 7-9 only

3 April (W)
Political Islam in Tunisia, Jordan, and Algeria
Readings:
Tessler & Brand, "Democracy and Islam in Arab Politics" (case 611), except pp. 7-9


PI, articles by Verges (chapter 25)  and Burgat (chapter 32)

8 April (M)
Political Islam in Iran and Turkey
Readings:
PI, articles by Zubaida (chapter 9), Margulies & Yildizoglu (chapter 12), and Hoodfar (chapter 19)



Middle East Report 207 (article by Roy)

10 April (W)
Women and the State

Readings:
Taraki, “Women in Middle Eastern Societies” (UCME)


Kandiyoti (PI, chapter 16)


Middle East Report 207 (articles by Sharoni and Hajjar)

15 April (M)
Ethnicity, Class, and Religion: A Case Study of Lebanon
Readings:
King-Irani, “Kinship, Class, and Ethnicity:  Strategies for Survival” (UCME)


PI, articles by Kfoury (chapter 11) and Nasr (chapter 31)

17 April (W)
The Politics of the Economy
Readings:
Moghadam, “Population Growth, Urbanization, and the Challenges of 



Unemployment” (UCME)


Tuma, “The Economies of the Middle East” (UCME), pp. 219-235 only


PI, article by Pfeifer (chapter 13)


Middle East Report 207 (article by Shalev)


Analytical paper #1 due in class 

The 1990-1991 Gulf War and the Future of the Middle East

22 April (M)
International Relations and Foreign Policy
readings:
Tétreault, "International Relations of the Middle East" (UCME)

24 April (W)
Case Discussion:  International Relations in the Gulf
Readings:
Staniland, "Getting to No—The Diplomacy of the Gulf Conflict, Part 1” (case 449a)

29 April (M)
Case Discussion:   Diplomacy & the 1990-1991 Gulf War
Readings:
Staniland, "Getting to No—The Diplomacy of the Gulf Conflict, Part 2” (case 449b)

1 May (W)
Case Discussion:   Israel & the Gulf War

Readings:
Eisenberg, “Restraint or Retaliation?  Israel’s Response to Iraqi Missile Attacks 

During the 1991 Gulf War” (case 361)

6 May (M)
International Politics in the Aftermath of the Gulf War
Readings:
Middle East Report 207 (article by Halliday)

8 May (W)
The Middle East in the 21st Century
Readings:
None — Analytical paper #2 due in class
************************************************************************************************************************

Countries, Capitals, & Leaders of the Middle East
State
Capital City
Leader of Country *
Algeria
Algiers
President Abdelaziz Bouteflika

Bahrain
Manama
Emir Hamad al-Khalifa

Egypt
Cairo
President Hosni Mubarak

Iran
Teheran
President  Mohammed Khatami

Iraq
Baghdad
President Saddam Hussein

Israel
Tel Aviv/Jerusalem
Prime Minister Ariel Sharon (President Moshe Katzav)

Jordan
Amman
King Abdullah II

Kuwait
Kuwait City
Emir Jabir al-Sabah 

Lebanon
Beirut
Prime Minister Rafik Hariri (President Emile Lahoud)

Libya
Tripoli
Col. Muammar al-Qaddafi

Morocco
Rabat
King Mohammed VI

Oman
Muscat
Sultan Qaboos 

Qatar
Doha
Emir Hamad al-Thani

Saudi Arabia
Riyadh
King Fahd 

Sudan
Khartoum
President Omar Hassan al-Bashir 

Syria
Damascus
President Bashar al-Assad

Tunisia
Tunis
President Zine El Abidine Ben Ali

Turkey
Ankara
Prime Minister Bulent Eçevit (President Ahmet Neçdet Sezer)

United Arab Emirates
Abu Dhabi
President Zayed al-Nahayan 

Republic of Yemen
San'a
President Ali Abdullah Saleh 

* Sometimes this refers to the head of state; other times to the head of government.  When both positions exist, I’ve identified the individual who appears to have the  greatest power.

All of the above are members of the League of Arab States except  Iran, Israel, and Turkey.  The Palestinian National Authority, headed by President Yasir Arafat, is also a member of the Arab League, as are the Comoros Islands, Djibouti, Mauritania, and Somalia. The status of the Sahrawi Arab Democratic Republic (Western Sahara), which is not part of the Arab League, is contested by Morocco.
Preparing for Case Discussions
Case discussions are an important aspect of this course.  The more carefully you prepare for these class sessions, the more intellectually useful, interesting, and fun you will find them (and, most likely, the better the grade you will receive for this part of the course).  You may feel uncertain at first how best to prepare for case discussion classes.  The following suggestions are based on the experience of other students and faculty involved in case-based teaching/learning activities:

1.  Form a study group to prepare for case discussions.

a.  Experience and research both show that preparing cases alone is not as productive (or as enjoyable) as doing it in groups.  Not only do study groups help improve your own skills, you can also learn from other students' thought patterns and problem-solving styles.

b.  Use the study group to present your analysis to others, to practice articulating your ideas, to get feedback on both the ideas and presentation, to compare different views, to redefine and rethink positions, and to build confidence for making contributions to the case discussion with the whole class.

2.  Read the case meticulously.

a.  Quickly look at the case by reading the introduction and conclusion and by skimming the rest of the contents.  Now you know what you are getting into.

b.  Review the placement of the case in the syllabus.  What topics have just been discussed?  What will come next?  This will clue you in to some of the issues that the case is likely to raise for you.

c.  Read the entire case rapidly, without underlining or highlighting.  You now know the basic structure of the case and where the main information is.  If the sequence of events is complicated, you might also want to create a chronology of critical incidents.

d.  Re-read the case.  Focus on the important information that was located during the skimming:    Who is involved in the case?  What problems do they face?  What are their objectives?  What is the environment in which the decision-makers are operating? Highlight, underline, or make margin notes to organize the details and record new thoughts or questions generated by reading.

3.  Work the case.  

a.  Reformulate the problem.  What is the case really about?  What issues are central to the problem?  What conflicts between ideas, perspectives, or values are involved in deciding what action to take?  Whose interests are really at stake?  What are the alternative courses of action?  What are the possible results of each alternative?

b.  Answer the specific study questions, preferably in writing.  Remember that often there is no single right or wrong answer to a question.  Make thoughtful assumptions about the information that is not available in the case.  

c.  Investigate source materials beyond the case itself as appropriate to gain additional insights.

